Evaluation and practical aspects of the use of a commercial DNA probe for detection of mycoplasma infections in cell cultures.
Cell cultures have been analyzed for mycoplasma infections by using a commercial DNA-probe based on rRNA genes from mycoplasmas. Both the original version, Mycoplasma T.C. Detection Kit, and the improved version of the kit, Mycoplasma T.C. II Rapid Detection System, were used. The sensitivities of the two tests were found to be adequate in most cases and the improved version of the kit was 10-100 times more sensitive than the original one. A batch variation was observed with the improved version, which is not satisfactory. This batch variation can, however, be checked and the performance of the method with a properly working lot was found to be good.